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Welcome to XSLfast 5.0

In order to grant customers complete, easy, and simple access to their products and eventually
seize the chance to make use of the publicity potential of a beautifully designed document
including images, most suppliers and vendors present their range of products in the form of a
printed document. Or think of the vast number of forms that you encounter every day, and the
speed in which these are modified and adapted to the changed requirements. Even in the age
of electronic commerce, printed documents still have th  eir place. But how do you bring
voluminous digital product data into the shape of a printed document without external help?
XSLfast helps you to combine layout and content easily and quickly, to produce PDF or print

documents as a result.

XSLfast

XSLfast is a style sheet creator/editor, which helps you to create style sheets or layouts
without the knowledge of any programming language. Basically, XSLfast combines the XML data

with the layouts and produces a professionally look do cument.

XSLfast assigns content of an XML file to placeholders on the sheet and uses formatting styles
to give the document a professional look. It creates a single page layout, brings content and

form together and generates a multipage document.

ltfolows t he princi pl &@Jsoef Mawryiét.e XOlcfeast enables to rend

content in different media or format, by using different layouts.
The usability and the result of XSLfast are divided into two phases:
1. Creating the Layout (Generating Style Sheet).

2. Applying the layout to the actual data and produce a professional look document.

12|Page



Benefits of XSLfast

XSLfast has a tremendous time-saving technology and correspondingly has high savings

potentials. Following are the benef its of XSLfast:

Design templates for database publishing or print -on-demand.

e Create forms, catalogs, product sheets, invoices, price lists...

e Page oriented layout for XML documents.

¢ No programming skills necessary.

e Easy to use, What you see is What you g¢ (WYSIWYG), drag and drop.

e XPath and XSL support for advanced users.

e Create layout templates in minutes instead of hours.

e XML documents neutral of formatting.

¢ Neutral XML documents used with different layouts to produce documents for different
media.
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Technologies Used in XSLfast

XSLfast uses the following technologies to generate style sheet and convert the XML data to a

desired output format:

Extensible Style sheet Language (XSL)

e Extensible Style sheet Language Transformation (XSLT)

o Extensible Style sheet Language Formatting Object (XSL-FO)
¢ Rendering

e XPath

XSL

The Extensible Style sheet Language (XSL) is a W3C standard programming language. It
describes how to process input XML file and convert it into specific documents like XSL -FO or

HTML. XSLfast generates XSL file (stylesheet), while creating layout.

XSLT

The Extensible Style sheet Language Transformation (XSLT) is a VBC standard programming
language. XSLfast generates XSL file, while creating layout and applies to XML document. This

application of XSL to XML document using XSLfast is known as XSL transformation or XSLT
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XSLFO

The Extensible Style sheet Language Formatting Object (XSL-FO) is a W3C standard
programming language used for printable documents. It describes the arrangement of text,
images, and other elements on a page, in turn; it describes the flow of  the document. XSL-FO
is created as an alternative to proprietary Portable Document File (PDF) and Post Script (PS)
files. It is the actual output of XSLfast, later it is converted to PDF or other formats, using

render engines.

Rendering

The process of converting the XSL-FO file to other formats like PDF, HTML, and so on using
render engines is known as Rendering. Render engines are the conversion tools, which converts

XSLFO to PDF and other formats. XSLfast supports the following render engine s:

e FOP (xml.apache.org) 8 XSLfast has both old version 0.20.5 and new version 0.95. There
are open source projects so it has this version naming. XSLfast ships the FOP along with

the application.
o XEPdRenderX commercial product should be installed separately.

e XSLFormatter d AntennaHouse commercial product should be installed separately.

XPath

XPath is an expression standard, which describes how to operate with XML contents. For

example, /Report/Productgroup/Product  describes the nodes of an XML file.
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XSLfast Installation

XSLfast can be installed as a Windows version or as a platform independent Java version. To
start XSLfast on the different platforms (Windows, UNIX, LINUX, and so on) different starting
files need to be executed :

Windows : xslfast.exe

Unix/Linux : xslfast.sh

MacOS X : XSLfast

Other : The startup script like file xslfast.sh is required.
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Style Creation

— Printing

The functionality of XSLfast is divided into two phases:

e Design Phased Style Creation

¢ Run Phase d Printing
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Design Phase

The process of creating style sheet happens in Design phase. The content/data is loaded into
XSLfast in XML, XSD, or DTD formats. Create layout(s) for the loaded data. XSLfast starts
creating XSL file, while creating layout. XSL fast helps you to create styles, describes how to

print the document, but does not produce any output directly.

Once you create layout, apply it to the loaded data and see how the formatting goes on. You
can see the formatting of the document using XSLfast6s pr evi ew option or use tool

Print Server.

Document Structure | > XSifast o XSL for further
(XML, XSD, DTD) appliance
J
Run Phase

The process of combining XML and XSL and generating PDF from XSEO file happens in Run
phase. The styles created are applied on the XML data through XSLT and generates XSEFO file.
The XSIFO document can be used directly or converted to other formats like PDF, HTML, and

SO on, using render engines.

XML + XSL I XSLT like »  XSL-FO Document
Saxon
J
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Intended Audience

XSLfast is used in different sectors like banks, insurance companies, service and manufacturing

industries to produce documents like:
e Quotation Forms
o lllustrated Price List
e Technical Documentation
¢ Client-Specific price list
¢ Product Manuals
e Delivery Notes and

e Invoices
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XSLfast Interface

The XSLfast interface is the area to create layout. It is a place hold er of different elements like

text, image, table, and so on.
The XSLfast interface is divided into the following options:
e Menu Bar
e ToolBar
e Worksheet
e XML Window
¢ Inspector Window
e Element List Box

e Status Bar
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Menu Bar

Here, the menus of the elements and all other menus, with their submenus can be found. The
menus change or expand depending on the currently selected element on the sheet, and are

described later with their corresponding element.

The standard menu bar of XSLfast is show below:

‘File Edit View Insert Arrange  Page Run  Tools ‘Window Help I

Note: A new menu is added in the menu bar when you select an element on the worksheet or
select an element from the Element Listbox . Depending on the element selected, the menu
varies. For example, if you select Text element on the worksheet the Text menu is added in

the menu list, as show below:
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File Edit ¥iew Insert Arrange Page‘TextlLayout Team Extras Window Help

Added Menu

The menus Text, Barcode, Image, Internet link , Date/Time , Square, Page number, Index,
Citation , Table, Pivot table , List, Chart, Choose, Line, and Call Template are added to the

menu list, depending on the element selected.
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File Menu

The File menu consists of options to create, open, save, and close layouts. Also, contain

options to load data to XSLfast and export templates. The File menu options are show in the

below figure:

‘ File l Edit Wiew Insert Arrange Page Run
J [] New Ctrl-N
| (=5 Open... Ctrl-0
Save... Ctrl-S
Save as... Ctrl+Shift-S
Save as template. ..
Save all
€3 Close Ctrl-F4
Close all
Load structure from XML/DTD file Ctil-&
Load structure from CSY file...
B Import ¥SL templates...
&5 Export...
Recently used files 13
Exit
Option Functionality
New Opens/Creates new layout.
Open Opens existing layout.
Save Saves already saved layout.
Save as Saves the unsaved layout.
Save all Saves all the opened layouts.
Close Closes the current layout.
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Option Functionality

Close all Closes all the open layouts.

Load structure from XML/DTD file Loads XMIDTD structure into XSLfast.

Load structure from CSV file Loads CSV structure into XSLfast.

Import XSL templates Imports XSL template into the layout.

Export Exports file as .xsl, .pdf, .java, .fo, and .html files.
Recently used files Lists all the fil es that were recently used.

Exit Exits from XSLfast.

Edit Menu

The Edit menu consists of basic editing options like copy, paste, undo, and so on. The Edit
menu options are shown in the below figure:

Edit |
™ Undo: Cti-Z !
¥ cut Cirl-X

B copy Ctrl-C
B Paste R
8 oelete Delete
Select all  cti-A
Oy Find...  ctiF
Replace...
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Symbol  Options Functionality

[ g Undo Undo last step.

) 4 Cut Cut selected items out.

Copy Copy selected items to buffer.

E Paste Paste buffer content.

% Delete Delete selected items.
Select all Select all items on the sheet.

O‘ Find Find strings on your sheet and template.
Replace Replace strings in the layout and template.
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View Menu

The View menu consists of different view options. Refer Customizing Interface section for more

details.

The View menu options are shown in the below figure:

"-.fiewl Insert Arrange Page Run  Tools  Wir

Grid preferences »
Look and feel »
Show XML in alphabetical order

Highlight to tree selection

Q Zoom in Ctrl-NumPad +
24, Zoom out Ctrl-NumP ad -
\K Reset zoom Ctrl-NumPad *
Filter by type »
Symbol  Options Sub-Options Functionality
Show grid Shows grid on worksheet.
Snap grid Aligns elements to grid points.

Grid preferences s Determines the distance between the
Grid Size

grids.
Grid point of origin Change the start position of grids.
PlasticXPLookAndFeel
Metal
Windows
Look and Feel Offers different interface styles.

Windows Classic

Pago

Liquid
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Symbol  Options Sub-Optio ns Functionality

Substance
e e o e conterts
alphabetical order P Y ging
structure.
Highlightto t ree llluminates element from XML tree
section structure.
Zoom in Zooms in the layout.
Zoom out Zooms out the layout.
Reset zoom Resets the layout to its default size.

Hides and Displays certain level of

Levels
elements.

Displays and hides similar element

Filter by type types
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Insert Menu

The Insert menu consists of options to insert different elements on the worksheet. Refer

Elements chapter for more details.

The Insert menu options are shown in the bel ow figure:

- B cTable_t
Property | Yalue
~ Objectname cTable_t
Locked |
4 Table
4 Grouping Product
4 Use alternatec...
Alternate c..,
Sort
Use custorm rep.., [
Background image
Backaround color
Omit header page b..: []
Omit footer page br.., []
Logitai style '| Mormal w |
Row properties HNormal
4 Column properties %ummary lene
Auta-width O
Column width 67 pt
If
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_Iﬁgé—rf-‘l Arrange  Page Run To

Aa Text

12 Numeric field

XsL XSL Code Alt+Shift-T

Barcode

+= List

el Chart

[&] 1mage Ctrl-1

() Internet ik Ct+ShiftL

| L) DatefTime  Ctd+Shift-D

Square

@ Pagination  Ctri+Shift-P

[ Index

Citation

11 Choose

Call template

/ Lline Ctrl-L

EH Table Chil+Alt+Shift- T

B8 Pivot table

Symbol  Options Functionality

Aa Text Inserts text element to enter text.

1= Numeric Field Inserts numeric field element to enter numbers.
XSL XSL Code Inserts XSL Code element to enter XSL code.
Barcode Inserts Barcode element to generate barcode.
= List Inserts List element to generate list.

E| Chart Inserts Chart element to generate chart.

= Image Inserts Image element to insert an image.
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Symbol

Options

Functionality

Internet Link

Inserts Internet Link element to enter web address.

"y
A

& Date/Time Inserts Date/Tim e element to enter the date and time.
Square Inserts Square element to decorate worksheet.

@ Pagination Inserts Pagination element to insert page number.

D Index Inserts Index element to generate index.

Citation Inserts Citation element to generate citation.

if Choose Insert Choose element to select single value of an XML node.

Call Template

Inserts Call Template element to call internal or external template.

ey Line Inserts Line element to insert different styles of line.
= Table Inserts Table element to insert different tables.
B Pivot Table Inserts Pivot Table element to insert a pivot table.
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Arrange Menu

The menu Arrange offers you the command to align the frames on the sheet. Refer

Arrangement of Elements chapter for more details. The Arrange menu options are shown in the

below figure:

Note: Unlike, other options under Arrange menu, the options Forward , Backward, and Move

out from page is enabled when you select a single frame. But, other options are only enabled

only, if you select more than one frame.

i.&rrangeﬂl Page Run Tools

®, Bring forward

& Send backward

i Add horizontal guide
| add vertical quide

! 3¢ Clear guides

F1 align Left

I align center horizontal
I'® align right

B align top

I8l align center vertical
i align bottom

&l same width

18l Same height

=" Same space horizontal
*8 Same space vertical
@@ Tile objects

§ Mirror vertically

& Mirror harizontally

®h Move out from page

@ Compact relative elements
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Symbol  Options Functionality
Arranges the selected frame in front, in case the frame is
Forward
overlapped.
Arranges the selected frame back, in case the frame is
Backward
overlapped.
Align Left Aligns the selected frames towards left.
Allg_n Center Aligns the selected frame horizontally.
Horizontal
Align Right Aligns the selected frames towards right.
Align Top Aligns the selected frames towards top.

Align Center Vertical

Aligns the selected frame vertically.

T Align Bottom Aligns the selected frames towards bottom.

=] Same width Ensures all the selected frames have same width.

Same height Ensures all the selected frames have same height.
ﬁgﬁn;i:t‘;?ce Ensures all the selected frames have same space horizontally.

Same space vertical

Ensures all the selected frames have same space vertically.

Tile objects

Tiles selected elements in line.

Mirror Vertically

Displays the mirror image of the selected elements, vertically.

Mirror Horizontally

Displays the mirror image of the selected elements,
horizontally.

Move out from page

Moves selected element from page to non -workspace.

33|Page



Page Menu

The properties for the page are found in the menu Page. Refer Page chapter for more details.
The Page menu options are shown in the below figure:

Page | Run Tools ‘Window

Insert page

. Delete page
Groupings

[} Page properties... Alt-P

»

Options Functionality

Insert page Inserts different types of pages like main, title, tail, first page region, odd, even, and so on.
Delete page Deletes the selected page.

Grouping Establish a connection between XML file and the page.

Page properties

Set the properties of page like size, width, height, type, and so on.
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Run Menu

The Runmenu consists of options to process, check quality, change settings of a layout. Refer
Layout Settings section for more details. The Layout menu options are shown in the below

figure:

Runl Tools ‘Window Help -

 Process layout Cti-P
Check layout quality...

Process multilayout...  Cti+Shift-i
&) Combine layouts...

D Layout settings... Ctri+ShiftA

Layout preview

Options Functionality

Process layout Starts generation of XSL, XSLFO, and PDF files.

Check layout quality Checks the quality of the layout and finds errors.

Process multilayout Processes multilayout documents and generates XSL, XStFO, and PDF.
Combine layouts Combine layouts from independent XSLfast files and forms a new file.
Layout settings Option to modify the layout settings.

35|Page



Tools Menu

The Tools menu consists of extra options of XSLfast. Refer Preferences and Other Features of

XSLfastchapters for more details. The Tools menu options are shown in the below figure:

| Tools ] Window  Help
; Compare layouts. ..
- | =) Wiew XSLT output. ..

} 52l XPath-Monitor. ..

i‘ Generate font metrics...

j 6; Transformation...

| Convert ¥SL-FO to layout...
Convert HTML to layout...

Merge XML files. ..
Paste special...
Styles...

&7 Preferences...
R Reqgistration. ..

Ctri+Shift-yf
Ctrl-Q

Alt-O

Options

Functionality

View XSLT output

Opens a window with the XSLT file, generated during layout processing.

Xpath-Monitor

Evaluates the XML data using Xpath expression.

Generate font metrics

Select the fonts that X SLfast has to support with respect to the renderer.

Transformation

Option to convert HTML tags placed in CDATA blocks into XSEFO.

Convert XSI-FO to
layout

Converts XSEFO files to XSLfast layouts.

Convert HTML to
layout

Converts HTML files to XSLfast hyouts.

Merge XML files

Option to merge many XML files.

Preferences

Enables to do various settings of XSLfast like Input, output, external tool
settings, and so on.
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Options Functionality

Registration Register XSLfast license version.

Paste Special

The Paste special option provides the ability to paste the copied elements from the clipboard,

multiple times, with an alignment order.
Follow the steps below to use Paste special:
1. Select Copy from Edit menu or pres Ctrl-C to copy an element from the worksheet.

2. Select Paste special from Edit menu. The Paste special window appears.

Paste special 2

Please, enter number of copies

5

Please, select copies orientation

(e} Horizontal
) Vertical

(") Diagonal

| Ok ]| Cancel I

3. Enter number of copies in Please, enter number of copies field.

4. Select the orientation from Please, select copies orientation  field.

5, Click 00Okdé6 to paste the copied el ement.
Element Pasted Horizontally:

Five elements pasted horizontally, along with the copied element.
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Element Pasted Vertically:

Five elements pasted vertically, along with the copied element.

[enmtel
[enmtel
[enmtel
[enmtv)
[enmtel
enpty)

Element Pasted Diagonally:

Five elements pasted diagonally, along with the copied element.
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E
<

-

T
1

PO SRRy

Styles

The feature Syles is useful when you need to apply fixed text styles to whole table, table

rows, table cells, or text elements available in a layout. To apply style for an element, select
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the element to which you need to apply a style. Choose style f rom logical styles in Inspector
window , offered by XSLfast, or create your own style and apply.

To apply a style to a table, select the table and use the function Table A Logical style in the
inspector window:

| EH cTable_1 :
Property | Value
 Object name cTable_1
Locked [
4 Table
4 Grouping Product

4 Use slternate ...
Alternate c...
Sort
Use custorm rep.., [
Backaground image
Background color
Omit header page b..:. []
Omit footer page br.., []
Logital style Mormal - |

Row properties Hormal
Summary Table

4 Column properties
Auto-width [
Column width 67 pt
If

To apply a logical style to a text element located in a table cell or in a worksheet, select it

and use the function Text A Logical style in the inspector window:
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Property I Walue

Object name cTextFIow_'Z -
Locked |
4 Text Edit...
Background color
Line height 14 pt
Line-stacking-strateqy | Select line-stackin... v |
Logical style Header v
Last line alignment Header -~
; Footer i
4 Frame properties ’
Heading 1
4 Bounds Heading 2
4 Absolute position | Heading 3
Left Heading 4
MNormal
Top
Strong -
Width ZEF Pt
Height 181 pt

To apply logical style to a table cell, select a table cell in a table and select Parent Table A

Cell properties A Logical style in the inspector window:

f

| Aa cTextFlow_6 s

Property | Yalue
—Ob]eét name E"l”exl:};law_:f;
Locked [
& Text Edit...
Background color
Expand to right ||
Line height 21.6 pt
Line-stacking-strategy | Select line-stackin... - |
Logical style | Select style i
Last line alignment | Auto - |
4 Parent table cTable_1

a Cell properties
Cell barder Border...
Background color

Background image

Logical style Mormal -
Column span Normal
Strong Cell
Row span K
Emphasis Cell
» Row properties T bt

» Column properties | 2 -~
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To apply a logical style to a table row, select a row in the table and select Table A Row
properties A Logical style in the inspector window:

| EH cTable_1
Property | Yalue
—Ob]ect name &_:Tai:ile_l~
Locked [
4 Table
4 Grouping ProductGroup
4 Use alternate c...
Alternate c...
Sork

Use custom rep... []
Background image
Backaround color
Orit header page b... []
Omit footer page br... []

Logical skyle Mormal pry
4 Row properties Normal
Fixed row height SommariTabie

Minimum row h... 89 pt

XSLast allows you to create new styles, edit existing styles, and remove styles. Select  Styles
from Edit menu. The Logical styles editor window appears.
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Logical styles editor ¥

Styles:
Headear o ~
Footer 1| Edit I
Heading 1
Heading 2
Heading 3
Heading 4
Normal
Strong
Emphasis .
Title
Normal
Surnmary Table SRR
Normal | New Text.
Emphasi _NewTable ]
Emphasis Cell l : New Table
Normal l New Table row l
Table Header Row M e s
|_Table Footer Row - | New Table qqll_—]
Preview
Selactad style
| Remoye |
[ ok || cancel |

There are four different types of style available in XSLfast:

o Text

e Table

e Table row

e Table cell

XSLfastoffers predefined styles that can be modified according to your needs. You can save the

modifications with a new name, as well as, overwrite existing styles.

Logical styles editor window lists the existing styles under Styles area. Scroll to find the styl e

you want to edit or to remove.

To create style, click any of these buttons:
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1. 0 Ne w Tddoxctedte text style. Refer Create Text Style section for more details.

2. 0 New T atb treaté table style. Refer Create Table Style section for more details.

3. 0New Tab bte create talie row style. Refer Create Table Row Style section for

more details.

4, 0 New T ab btecreate fableéicell style. Refer Create Table Cell Style section for

more details.

To edit a style, select the style frSteeditdore | i st and t

window appears. Depending on the styles you select, the style editor window appear s, like:
1. Text logical style editor &for text
2. Table logical style editor &for table
3. Table cell logical style editor ~ dfor table cell

4. Table row logical style editor  dfor table row

To remove a style, select the styloeottoff Them the | ist anc
Confirmation wi ndow appears. Click O0Yeso6 to remove, else cl
Confirmation &3

(;_-  Remove style?

[ es | [ mo |

Registration

If you want to install license version XSLfast, after the trial period is over, use Registration

menu. jCatalog provides the registration i nformation.

Follow the steps below to register the license version:
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1. Select Registration from Tools menu. The Registration window appears.

Registration @

Mame:

| |

Company:

| |

Serial number:

oEx |

[ oK ” Cancel I

2. Enter the Name and Company information into the corresponding fields.
3. Enter the license key in Serial number field .

4. Click O0OOK6 to proceed or oCancel é6 to abort the

Note: Make sure that all entries are spelled correctly including upper and lower case;
otherwise the license key will not work. If you experience any problems with respect to the

license key, please contact jCatalog at support@xslfast.com.
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Window Menu

The Window menu consists of different window view options. Refer

Multiple Window Interface

section for more details. The Window menu options are shown in the below figure:

window | Heo [

B Tile vertical

B Tile Horizontal

® Cascade

€ Close Ctrl-F4
Close all

 Table,xsf

Symbol  Options

Functionality

m Tile Horizontal Arrange multiple windows horizontally.
Q Tile Vertical Arrange multiple windows vertically.
Cascade Arrange multiple windows diagonally.
(%] Close Closes the active layout
Close all Closes all the open layouts.
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Help Menu

The menu Help shows help files and additional information about the application. The  Help

menu options are shown in the below figure:

re |

@) ¥SLfast Help...

@ System information. ..
) ¥SLfast Online...

i) About...

Symbol  Options

Functionality

B XSLfast Help Opens XSLfast online help.
ﬁ System Offers information on XSLfast and the system that XSLfast is
Information currently running on.

é) About

Shows information on version, build of XSLfast, and date when it
was built.

XSLfast Help

Click XSLfag Help, the XSLfast online help opens the help documentation from XSLfast
doc/sub-folder. To view the help files you need a HTML browser .
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System Information

The System information offers you information on XSLfast and the system that XSLfast is

currently running on.

System information 3

System information

Cwirent settings:

Output format:  Portable Document
Selected renderer: FOP

XSLfast build:  12/01/2012

FOP version: 5
Memory properties:

Metnory currently used: 27Nb
Iaximum memory pool being used: 259Nb

JVM properties:

java.runtitne. name Jawa( TW) SE Runtime Environtment

java.wm.version 20.2-b06

java.wm.vendor Sun Microsystemns Inc.

java.wendor.url http:/fava. sun. com/

java.vin.name Java HotSpot( TV Client VIV

dmvre vvane man e Fimodiman anemane o Tovwm T liatssmd Blaatiiinm Clanmmi Fmmdiman 2
4 [ i | »

_ Force memory cleanup J| Refresh ]| Close ]
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The OForce mednobbyt tcdeanlugpars the memory of cached ite
performance. The ORefreshodé button updates the infor me

button to close the window .

About

About XSLfast window displays information on version, build of XSLfast, and the date when it

was built. This information is helpfuld\ support if

0Cl ose6 button to close the window.

About XSLfast X3

t Yersion 5.0
' Date: 12/01/2012
& jCatalog Software AG

Info: http:f v, xslFast.com

© iCatalog Software AG 2011 ook

48| Page



ToolBar

The tools in the toolbar reflect some of the commands described in menu bar. Many of these

tools also have matching commands in the context menus of the elements.

Main Toolbar

These are the tools in the fixed toolbar:

Icon  Function Icon Function
Create new file Aa  Text
Open file 12 Number
Save file XsSL Text field (XSL code)

Export Template

=

Barcode

Undo last step

Image

Process Layout

@

Internet Link

| A, vy & @IOD

Find E' Date/Time

Combine layouts. Square
it Choose Ij Pagination
Citation Index

49|Page



E| Chart E Table

/ Line E Pivot Table
= Call template = List

p—| p

Frame Dependent Toolbars

The dynamic toolbar changes according to the element, which is currently selected on the

sheet. If no element is currently selected, it shows the icons for the working sheet:

Icon Function Icon  Function

ﬁ Export Add title page regions.

@;i Grouping % Add tail page regions.

@ I)‘(ﬁf/g.rrog ?iilgg_] structure from %} Add first page regions.

E Check layout quality. % Add last page regions.

%} Add odd page regions. @ Add rest pages regions.

% Add even page regions. % Add any page regions.

D Add Main page. % ,:\(liedn?.ny page regions (odd or

The following tables show the tools, which appear in the dynamic toolbar according to the

selected element on the sheet:

50|Page



Text element/XSLcode element/Bar code element:

Icon Function Icon Function

Avrial ﬂ Font = Right

11 vjpt Font size = Top

B Bold ,_——] Center

I Itali cs { _;I Bottom

u Underlined . Background color
E Left O Border
= Center Paddings

* The Style function does not apply to XSLcode or Bar code elements.

** The Justify function does not apply to Bar code elements.

*** The Text color function does not apply to Bar code elements generated using SVG graphics.

It is applicable only for barcodes generated using barcode fonts.

Number element/Internet link/Date/Time element/Pagination element/Index

element/Citation element:

Icon Function 1€0  Function
n
Arial v  Font = Top
11 v]pt Font size x;‘j Center
B Bold E Bottom
I Italics J Text color
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Underlined . Background color

u

== Left O Border

= Center Paddings
= Right

Image element (static/dynamic data)

Icon Function Icon Function
m' Image Type ]5 Image Base Path
= Left = Center

f== Center = Bottom

= Right O Border

= Top Paddings

The Square element only possesses the two functions Background color - and Border ..

Table/Slave Table:

Icon Function Icon Function
Custom ¥ Style & Add header
EH Add row after =) Remove header
) Add row before =) Add footer
o Remove row ) Remove footer
% Add column after Table grouping
ﬂ Add column before 4 Remove table grouping
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g8 Remove column & Add Slave Table
Pivot Table:
Icon Function Icon Function
Custom E] Style B Add column after
3 ) Add row after ;) Add column before
B Add row before ﬁ Remove column
o Remove row
List:
Icon Function Icon Function
Arial j Font = Center
11 ~ pt Font size E Bottom
B Bold _l Text color
I Italics . Background color
U Underlined  [E Border
= Left Paddings
= Justify Add grouping
E) Top "% Remove grouping
Line:
Icon Function Icon Function
_E] Line Style -  Line Color
1.0 B Line size
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Icon Function Icon Function

bar v Type Set Chart Values

D Ch... ¥ Chart Type Set Chart Description

ng

Set Chart Legend (Only for Bar Chait) Set Chart Caption

® R

Border Paddings

] O Bw @
=1
m
x®

Chart Background Color

The icons for the horizontal and vertical alignment are only displayed if more than one element

on the sheet is selected:

Icon Function Icon Function
E>§ Same space vertical fee Align bottom
E Same width :%: Same space horizontal

III Same height ? Align left

Align top |§' Align center horizontal

PEES
|
lﬂB' Align center vertical IE Align right

The toolbar can be separated into three smaller bars (General, Insert, and Properties) by
dragging them from their original place to another place in the application window and outside
the window. To place the toolbar back into its place, close them with the cross in the upper

right corner.
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XML Window

The window, which displays structure of an XML file, i s called XML window. Selected an XML
file, the fileds structure is displayed in this windrc

dragged and dropped into the worksheet using mouse.

Data IFormat ! 18

4 Publication
LayoutType
PublicationID
Description
PublicationCurrencyID
PublicationLanguagelD
CreatedBy
CreationDate
CreationTime
ChangedBy
ChangeDate
ChangeTime
4 Text
TextType
TextContent
» ProductGroup
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Inspector Window

The window, which displays the attributes/properties of an element selected on the worksheet
is called Inspector window. Here, you can also change the properties of a selected element, as
required. If no elements are selected the inspector window displays the properties of a page.

The Properties are displayed category wise, or in alphabetical order.

To view the properties category wise, click Categorized tab.

[[El Format I 15

- Aa cTextFlow_3 v
Property | Yalue ]
Object name cTextFlow 3 )z
Locked ] l
4 Text Edit...
Backaround color
Line height 36 pt
Line-stacking-strateay | Select line-stackin... v |
Logical style | Select style v
Last line alignment - Auto v

4 Frame properties

4 Bounds [Absolute position: tru...
4 Absolute position
Left 98 pt
Top 37 pt
width 472 pt
Height 82 pt
4 Paddings [Left padding: 0.0pt; ...

Left padding  Opt
Top padding  Opt
Right padding 0 pt
Bottom pad... Opt

i
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Element properties are also available in the context menu. To view the context menu select

the element and right -click.

Note: A double click on an elem ent offers to modify what should be displayed in the frame (the

content) and the right mouse click offers to modify how it should be displayed (the properties).
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The Worksheet

200 250 300 250 400 450 500 550

=1=.1-1 [=1-1-7 DO oo =15 NN ooa L=15 1) L=1-12] DO [=1=12)
1l

oo

oo

-
)

This is the document page, where you create layout. All needed elements are plac ed onto this
sheet and can be arranged as preferred. The horizontal and vertical rulers support the easy
arrangement of the elements. The hinto6 i ndi cates that the page is not

file yet.
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The Node tab context menu offers you the option s to change the properties of the page. Here

you can group the page to a node, insert different pages, change the page type, change the
background color and image of the page.

I cu

B copy

B Paste
Groupings
Insert ﬁége

B Delete page

Portrait/Landscape

Background image

Background color...

| B Undo: xml file ..\input\Demo.xml Ctrl-Z

Ctrl-X
Ctrl-C
Ctrl-V
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Element ListBox

The listbox between XML window and Inspector window is called Element Listbox. All elements
on the sheet are listed with either their default name or the name you give them. The

element, which is currently selected, is displayed in the list box. It works both ways, if you

select an element from the list box; it is se lected on the sheet. This function is very helpful if
you have many different items on your sheet, or if you placed elements outside the sheet,
because they depend on a condition and are only needed if the condition is fulfilled. If you

select an element i n the list box, it is selected, disregarding its place.

[ﬁ Format 4 &
. Pick Element v
' [&] 1mage_3 |
[&] Image_4
/ Line_1
Square_1
Square_2
Square_3
Aa TextFlow_2
As cTextFlow_2 -
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Status Bar

The Status bar represents the X and Y co-ordinates and file name. It also displays the layout
option and some message about the layout if the Show layout options in status bar and Show

log in status bar option is checked in Preferences window, under View option.

s dAmae T
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Customizing Interface

This section explains how to customize the XSLfast Interface.

Grid Preferences

The grids help to place the elements in a proper alignment, on the worksheet.  They are mainly

helpful in positioning.

The Grid preferences in View menu have the following sub -options:

Show grid

Snap to grid

Grid size

Grid point of origin

Show Grid

The Show grid option enables the grid lines on the worksheet.

To enable gridlines, cl ick View A Grid preferences and check Show grid menu.
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Grids enabled
on worksheet

The grid settings can also be done in Preferences menu. Click Tools A Preferences, select

View options tab, check Showgridc heck box, and c¢click 00Oko6é button.
XSLfast preferences x4

| IGeneral options [ Grid properties

[ Jview options Show grid

[)additional options
DPerformance options }
DCompatibiIity options Grid size 8
PR w0 Gib

["] Snap on grid

To disable gridlines, uncheck Show grid option through View menu or Preferences window.

Snap to Grid

Snap to grid arranges elements to grid points. In other words, when this option is turned on,
and the grid size is specified as 10x10, you can place (move) elements only to positions 10, 20,

30, and so on, but not to 25, 17, 6, and so on.

To arrange elements to grid points, click View A Grid preferences and check Snap to grid

menu.
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Grid preferences ¥ v show grid
Look and Feel » B4 Snan ta grid
7
Element placed exactly Element palced in
on the grid points. between grid points.

The snap settings can also be done in Preferences menu. Click Tools A Preferences , select

View options tab, check Snapongridc heck box, and click 00kdé button.
XSLfast preferences 2
[)General options ~Grid properties -
D\p‘iew options Show grid
[Jadditional options :
V|5 d
[(performance options PR
[compatibility options Grid size 8
M oo e -

To disable snaps, uncheck Snap to grid option through View menu or Snap on grid option

through Preferences window.

Grid Size

The grid size determines the distance between each grid points. To change the grid size, click

View A Grid preferences and select the size from Grid size menu.

64|Page



ir\n‘iewl Insert  Arrange Page Run Tools Window Help

Grid preferences »  Show grid l@ E‘
Look and feel »  Snaptogrid _
Show XML in alphabetical order Grid size OE I
Highlight to tree selection - |'[' j
(4 Cl
Q Zoorm in Ctrl-NumPad + 6
QZoom out Ctrl-NumPad - e e B -
4, Reset zoom Ctil-NumPad * RO N 1
Filter by type et s
| BB =1 Nl 5
1 e [Ele
een columns 10 pt 18
...... 20

page numbers ]

The grid size settings can also be done in Preferences menu. Click Tools A Preferences,

select View options tab, enter sizein Gridsize f i el d, and click 0O0k©6
XSLfast preferences 2
[ JGeneral options -Grid properties
[Cview options Shaw grid
DAdditional options ;
]S d
DPerformance options Lot
[()compatibility options ‘ Grid size 8
M- PR e L
The Look and Feel menu offers different Interface style. It changes the interface vi  ews as per

the style selected. Following are the styles available in XSLfast:

e PlastixXPLookandFeel

e Metal
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e Windows

¢ Windows Classic

e Pago

¢ Liquid

e Substance

e System specific (like native MacOS X look and feel for MacOS X)

To change the interface style, click View A Look and Feel and the select the interface style

required.

Look and feei 3

Show XML in alphabetical order
Highlight to tree selection

., Zoom in Cti-NumPad +

Q Zoom out Ctrl-NumPad -

% Reset zoom Ctrl-NumPad *
Filter by type »

1

Yiew [ Insert  Arrange Page Run Tools ‘Window Help _
Grk preferences L. [l €3 P

 Tiny (Default)
Metal
MimROD
Substance
Squareness
Substance Mebula
Substance Emerald
Substance Graphite
Substance Blue Steel
Substance Office2007

Once you select the interface style, a dialog window appears:

Message

‘I Please restart XSLFast for the look and feel changes to have effect

o]

X4
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Click OOKO6 button

restart XSLfast

Show XML in Alphabetical Order

t o use

Show XML in alphabetica | order sorts the xml nodes alphabetically, in XML window, without

changing their structure. To sort the xml nodes, check Show XML in alphabetical order from

View menu, or in XSLfast preferences window, under View option.

Grid preferences

Look and feel

Shows XML in alphabetizal order

(=79 Report
-9 Productgroup

@ Name
% Description

=) Report
=279 Productgroup
o Img

oo Data
- Description

Before Sorting

After Sorting

Highlight to Tree Selection

Highlight to tree selection

option highlights or illuminates the elements from XML tree. To

highlight the XML tree element, select View menu and check Highlight to tree selection

option.
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If you uncheck Highlight to tree selection  option, the XML tree elem ent is not highlighted.

Filter by Type

The Filter by type option shows or hides the elements, with respect to element type like, text,

numeric field, XSL code, and so on.
The Filter by type menu consists of two sub-menus:

e Show all types
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Hide all types

It also has filter options to display certain type of elements.

Show All Types

To show all types of element, click View A Filter by type A Show all types option. The

View [ Insert  Arrange Page

Window  Help

Run Tools

Grid preferences

Look and feel

Show XML in alphabetical order
Highlight to tree selection

4

4

CERIEEEIET
0

50

100 1150

®, Zoomin Crl-NumPad +
% Zoom out Ctrl-NumPad -
% Reset zoom Ctrl-NumPad * :
Filter by bype »  Show all types
et - Hide all types
sionDate
SonTime 1 « Show objects: ‘TextFlow'
gedBy g  Show objects: 'PageMumber’
geDate « Show objects: ‘Image’
geTime é + Show objects: 'InternetLink'
0 « Show objects: 'Square'
JckGroup
+ Show objects: 'Page’
§ + Show objects: 'Line'
Yiew [ Insert  Arrange Page Run  Tools ‘Window Help _
Grid preferences » F 3
B xsu (] (&) @& T
Look and feel »
Show XML in alphabetical order P 3 &) @ ad 8 2 @
Highlight to tree selection _LJJJ.LI.IJJ.LJ.IJ.LIJJJ.LJ.LIJJJ.LIJ.LIJ-IJ.U“on The
. zoomin Ctr-NumPad + {{, p ements, as
2, zoom out Ct-NumP ad - el L
@, Reset z00m DODTVIOTENE [
 Filter be type )] Show all types
ea N | Hide all types
sionDate
- Show objects: 'TextFlow'
gedBy Show objects: 'PageMNumber’
geDate Show objects: ‘Image’
geTime Show objects: 'InternetLink'
Show objects: 'Square’ 69|Page
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Multiple Window Interface

XSLfast offers multiple window interfaces, where you can arrange multiple windows
horizontally, verticall y, and cascaded. The Window menu enables you to arrange multiple
windows in different styles. By default, the MDI interface is disabled; you need to follow

Properties menu to enable it first.

Horizontal Arrangement

To arrange the windows horizontally, sele ct Window A Tile Horizontal .
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Vertical Arrangement

To arrange the windows vertically, select Window A Tile Vertical .

Ll ARG e ¥

124887 238 A 0

ks
i
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Cascaded Arrangement

To cascade multiple window, select Window A Cascade
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Images and lines

These are static images’
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Layout

The arrangement of elements on a worksheet is calle d layout. By arranging frames on the

worksheet, you determine the look of your document. In order to achieve a satisfying result, it
is advisable to plan the look and layout, before beginning the creation and then referring to it.
The elements or pages of the layout are connected to the XML nodes, in order to display the

content, as per the created layout. An example of layout is shown in the below figure.
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~ Example 17

" This is a static text with differsrt color, assn teXt size, different texfé :

>

é-You can specily superscript and subscript using Font dialog

and XML text B
| {ProductGroup/DescShorty |

|| with top and left pacing

. . FftpTNniew X ast com

Here, each element is connected to the nodes of XML. For example, the page is connected to

Report/Pr oductGroup node, the table is connected to Product node, and so on.
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Create Layout

To create a layout, follow the steps below:

1. Open XSLfast tool. The Open window appears.

Open... b4

T T N\

1. Create/Open layout 2. Attach XML/DTD data file 3. Modify layout 4. Render layout
) Open existing layout... [ | Create new layout...
Open recently used layout... Open from template...

D C:/Documents and Settings/. .. /Footnotes.xsf D Business report

D C:/Documents and Settings/nasgor/.../Table.xsf D Text document

D C:/Documents and Settings/nasgor/.../Text.xsf D Assessment

D C:/Documents and Settings/nasgor/.../1.xsf D Order

D D:fXSLFastfxslfast]. .. ftable background image, xsf D Brochure with columns

D C:J...Jtable background image.xsf D Brochure

D C:fDocuments and Settings/.../Pivot_Table.xsf D Master-Slave

D C:/Documents and Settings/nasgor/. .. /list.xsf D Chart

D ..JlibfTemplates/Layouts/Business report,xsf D Business card

Show this dialog at startup | Cancel l

2. Click Empty layout... option. A New layout and an Open window to load XML file

appears.
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Note: You can also open a new layout in any of the following ways:

3. Select File A New menu.

4. Click D A New icon from toolbar.

5. PressCitrl+N.

Open... <3

X L

+ + / |\

1. Create/Open layout 2. Attach XML/DTD data file 3. Modify layout 4. Render layout
LookIn: (=1 input - @ '@ Ia EEE
= Tutorial
) Demo.xml

[ ) Demodata_de.xml
) Demodata_en.xml

File Mame: | |

Files of Type: DTD¥MLIXSD schema Files (*.xsd, *.xml, *.dtd) -

| € |[ open || continue without xm |

Note: The new layout appears as New layout 1, New layout 2, and so on, if the layout is not

saved.

6. Select the XML file to |l oad the XML into XSLfast
0 Ca n c ettbnd(Refeu Load Structure section for more details).
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7. Insert elements on the worksheet and save the file in .xsf format (Refer  Insert

Elements and Save Layut sections for more details).

Open Layout

XSLfast offers you to open an empty layout, existing layouts, recently used layouts, and

templates, through Open window.

The Open Window

The Open window consists of the following options:
e Open existing layout
e Open recently used layout
e Empty layout

e Templates
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Open... 2

X L

>

By . \

1. Create/Open layout 2. Attach XML/DTD data file 3. Modify layout 4. Render layout
Open existing layout... [ Create new layout...
Open recently used layout... Open from template...

D C:JDocuments and Settings/.../Footnotes. xsf D Business report

D C:fDocuments and Settings/nasgory...jTable.xsf D Text document

D C:/Documents and Settingsfnasgor/.../Text.xsf D Assessment

D C:/Documents and Settings/nasgor.../1.xsf D Order

D D:/%SLFastfxslfast]. .. jtable background image. xsf D Brochure with columns

D C:/...Jtable background image. xsf D Brochure

D C:/Documents and Settings/.../Pivot_Table.xsf D Master-Slave

D C:/Documents and Settings{nasgor/. .. flist.xsf D Chart

D . JlibfTemplates/LayoutsBusiness report.xsf D Business card
Show this dialog at startup | Cancel l

Open Existing Layout

The Open existing layout... option opens the layouts available in the system. If you click this

option a window appears, which lists all the existing layouts.
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Open bXS

LookIn: =1 05_Footnotes

—) ‘ =1 cvs

— = %ML
| =1 %5L_FO

[ ] Footnotes. xsF

Default templates

S KT

Preview not found

File Mame: | J

Files of Type:  Layout files {*.xsf, *.lay) v

|_open || Cancel |

Selectthe fleandclic k 0 Opendé button, else click o0Cancel éd butt ol

Note: While opening an existing file, recently used files, and templates the XML structure of

the selected file also loads into XSLfast.

Open Recently Used Layout

The Open recently used layout...  option opens th e recently used layout. It lists all recently

used layouts, along with its path. Select any layout, the selected file opens.
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Empty Layout

The Empty Layout... option opens an empty layout, where you can create a new layout. Refer

Create Layout section for more details.

Templates

The Templates option opens the existing template in XSLfast.

Show Dialog at Startup

The Show this dialog at startup checkbox is used to open the start wizard every time you open
a new layout, or open XSLfast. If you uncheck this checkbox, the start wizard does not appear

every time you open a new layout or XSLfast tool.
You can also do this setting in XSLfast preferences window.

Select Tools A Preferences menu. The XSLfast preferences window appears. Check Show

startup wizard checkbox, under General options tab.

Open File

To open an xsf file, select File A Open menu/click l) A Open icon from toolbar/press

Ctrl+O. The Open window appears.
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Open &

LookIn: (£ 0S_Footnotes v @

& cvs

=1 XML

=1 %SL_FO

D) Foctnotes et

File Mame: [Footnotes.xsf ]

Files of Type:  Layout files {*.xsf, *.lay) v

IL Open ]I Cancel ]

Select an .xsf file and clicé& bOpeoawd. button, el se cli

Save Layout

The Save option saves the layout in .xsf format. Following are the save options available in
XSLfast:

s Save
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e Save as

e Save all

Save As

To save a new layout, follow the steps below:

1=
1. Select File A Save asmenu/click A Save icon from toolb ar/press Ctrl+Shift+S.

The Save window appears.
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Save X4

SaveIn: =) 52_Documentation v
=i cvs
=1 img
0 XML
&3 XsL_FO

D Documentation. xsf

File: Name: Documentation, xsf I

Files of Type:  Layout files (*,xsF) v

save || Cancel |

2. Select the path from Save in: drop-down.
3. Enter the file name in File name: field.
4. Select Layout files (*.xsf) file type from Files of type: drop-down.

5, Click 0Saved6 button to sawel & hbeutltaggmo.ut , el se cl i c
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Save

The Save option is used to save an existing layout, if you modify the layout.

To save an existing layout, select File A Save menu, or press Ctrl+S.

Save All

The Save All option saves all the open files. It works similar to  Save as if you need to save new

layouts and works similar to Save, if you need to save existing layouts.

To save all layouts, select File A Save all menu, or click A Save all icon from toolbar.

Close Layout

The Close option closes the active layout or all the open lay outs. Following are the close
options available in XSLfast:

e Close
e Close all
Close

The Close option closes the active layout. To close a layout, select File A Close menu/click

A Close icon from toolbar/click mA 0Closed6 buCtt+bsn/ pr es s

Close All

The Close all option closes all the open layouts. To close all the open layouts, select File A
Close all menu.
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Load Structure

XSLfast offers you to load the structure of two types of files:
o xmlfile

e .csvfile

Load XML/DTD

The Load structure from XML/DTD fil e option loads the structure of XML file into XSLfast. This
helps to view the structure of the XML file and design the layout as per the structure. The

loaded structure is displayed in XML window.

To load the structure of an XML file, follow the steps belo  w:

1. Select File A Load structure from XML/DTD file menu/click lE A Load grouping
structure from XML/DTD file/press Ctrl+G. The Open window appears.

Note: The Open window pops up, only if you check Disable layouts without XML checkbox,
in XSLfast preference window. Select Tools A Preferences . The XSLfast preferences
window appears. Check Disable layouts without XML checkbox, under General options tab

and click 00Oko6 button.

If you uncheck this option, the Open window does not pop next time, when you open a new

layout.
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XSLfast preferences =R

[ )General options General options
DView options Show startup wizard
[additional options

[TJperformance options
[Jcompatibility options Track all changes as separate versions of layout

L T I

Disable layouts without XML

Open 3
LookIn: & input v @ EEEE
=1 Tutorial
D Dema.xml
[ ] Demodata_de.xml
[ ) Demodata_en.xml
File Mame: Dema.xml
Files of Type:  DTD/XMLIXSD schema files (*.xsd, *.xml, *.dtd) v
[] Do not bind layout to top node
|_pen | [ cancel |

2. Sekct the xml file and click 0Opendé button. The

For example, in the above figure, the structure of Demo.xml is loaded into XSLfast.
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Data IFormat | 5

4 Report
4 Productgroup
Mame
Img
4 Product
MName
Description
Img
Data

Note: XSLfast allows you to load the structure of a single xml/csv file, into a layout

Binding Layout to Top Node

The function Do not bind layout to top node allows to select the root node 0 / & the layout.
This root node can be used as a general node to support the creation of layouts, with different
XML files, containing different root nodes. If you need to specify an alternative XML root,

XSLfast offers not to automatically bind the layout to the top node.

If you uncheck this option, the layout is bound to the top node, as shown in below figure:
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Data | Format | 17

4 Report
4 Productgroup
Mame
Img
4 Product |
Mame
Description
Imng
Data

The page is bound to the top node of th e XML file if Do not bind layout to top node option is
unchecked. For example, Report. Every element grouped to XML contents that is placed on the
sheet now shows the path to the node without Report, e.g. ProductGroup/Name.

Data | Format

4 Report
4 Productgroup
Mame
Img
4 Product
Name
Description
Img
Data

Product}

If you check this option, the layout is not bound to the top node, as shown in below figure:
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Data | Format I 15
4
4 Report
4 Productgroup
MName
Img
4 Product
Mame
Description
Img
Data

The page is bound to the root node (/) if Do not bind layout to top node is checked. Every
element grouped to XML contents that is placed on the sheet now shows the path to the node
with Report, e.g. /Report/ ProductGroup/Name.

Data [Format VBB BB BR BRB B8 | 8
4y

4 Iigport |
4 Productgroup
MName
Img
4 Product
Mame
Description
Img
Data

Product}
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Note: This setting can also be done in Layout settings window. Select Layout A Layout
settings menu. The Layout settings window appears. Check Do not bind layout to top node

option, under Input/Output settings tab.

Layout settings: version1 23

| Additional templates " Layout description " Advanced options “ Security
| Input/Output settings l Generation options
~Input

| ¥ML-File: |..finput{Dema.xml || ll Edit l

Do not bind layout to top node

Load CSV File

The Load structure from csv file  option loads the structure of csv file into XSLfast. This helps
to view the structure of the csv file and design the layout as per the structure. The loaded

structure is displayed in XML window.
To load a CSV file, follow the steps below:

1. Select File A Load structure from csv file menu. The Open window appears.
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Open 2

LookIn: (4 input v @ ]Q @

=1 Tutorial

File Mame: |

Files of Type:  Comma Separated (*.csv) -
CSVencoding UTF-8 - CSV delimiter 5 v

["] Do not bind layout to top node

|. Open J | C._@'."Cel.J

2. Select a csv file.

3. Select Comma Separated (".csv) file type from Files of type drop -down.
4. Select CSV encoding from the drop -down.

5. Select CSV delimiter from the drop -down.

6. Click 0Openo6 button.

Note: The functioning of load csv is similar to loading xml.
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Grouping Lay out

To create a document, where the contents of an XML file are supposed to be displayed, you
need to connect the nodes of the XML file with elements on your sheet used as placeholders.

This action is called "Grouping".

Grouping the page or elements to cer tain nodes of the XML establishes a connection to specify
the path to the elements or page. As the application reads the XML file always from the top,

this must be considered in the path to the correct node.

If the grouping is not correct or if there is n o grouping at all, the contents will not be displayed

later or wrong contents will be displayed.

An example: By default, the page is automatically grouped to the top node of the XML file, e.g.
Report. Every element grouped to XML contents that is placed o n the sheet now shows the path

to the node without Report, e.g. ProductGroup/Name.

If the page is grouped e.g. to the node Report/ProductGroup/ Product , the elements on the
sheet now already refer to those nodes contained in  Product and show only the name of the

node itself because the first part of the path is already determined.

And if the element like a e.g. table is itself grouped to a node, the elements placed into the
table will only show the name of the node because the first part of the path is alre  ady

determined.

Of course, it is also possible to place nodes from all levels of the XML file on the sheet or in

tables. XSLfast will automatically add the necessary elements for the right path.
There are three types of grouping

e Group by Position

o Filtering

e Group by Content
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Group by Position

Groupings are used in different elements in XSLfast. Page groupings are used for an automatic
page break after a node (e.g. ProductGroup) or a node set (e.g.

/Publication/ProductGroup/Prod uctGroup) has been processed.
Behind a page grouping, there is a loop over the selected node or node set.

All elements in regions and in the body refer to the page grouping, which means the current
path is the selected node of the page grouping. This means that all frames have a path relative
to the page grouping. This is often the cause for problems, because the elements are in a
dependency on the page grouping. If the page grouping is changed, groupings of tables and
other elements must probably be change d, as well. That is the reason why page groupings

should be specified in an early stage of the layout design.
Example:

An XML file with 3 Product groups

Product group A (contains 3 products)

Product group B (contains 4 products)

Product group C (contains 2 products)

In XML shape:
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<Publication=
<ProductGroup=
<Name=Product group A=</Name:=
<Product=
<Name=Product 1=/Name=
</Product=
<Product=
<Name=Product 2=</Name=
</Product=
=Product=
<Name=Product 3=</Name=>
</Product=
</ProductGroup=>
<ProductGroup=
<Name> Product group B=</Name=
<Product=
=Name=Product 1</Name=>
</Product=
<Product=
<Name=Product 2</Name=
</Product=
<Product=
<Name=Product 3</Name=
</Product=
<Product=
<Name=Product 4</Name=
</Product=
</ProductGroup>
< ProductGroup=
<Name> Product group C</Name=>
<Product=
<Name=Product 1</Name=>
</Product=
<Product=
<Name=Product 2</Name=
</Product=
</ProductGroup=>
< /Publication=

Examples for page grouping via the node Publication :

The result is a list with all products. The page break only happens after the page end was

reached.
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Definition:

Result:

Product group A Product |
Product group A Product 2
Product group A Product 3
Product group B Product |
Product group B Product 2
Product group B  Product 3
Product group 8 Product 4
Product group C Product |
Product group C Praduct 2

Example for page grouping via the node ProductGroup:

With the start of a new product group there is an automatic page break. The new product

group starts on a new page.

Definition:
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Result

Page 1:

Product group A Product 1
Product group A Product 2
Product group A Product 3

Page 2:

Product group B Product 1
Product group B Product 2
Product group B Product 2
Product group B Product 4

Page 3:

Product group C Product 1
Product group C Product 2

Example for page grouping via the node Product:
For every product, there is a new page .

Definition:
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IName} Name}

Result:

Page 1:

Product group A FProduct 1

Page 2:

Product group A Product 2

I8

Page 9:
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Product group C Product 2

Refer Page chapter for more details.
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Filtering

Filtering does not access all nodes of an XML file, but only a filtered amount of nodes. In

addition, filtering ¢ an contain especially specified node sets.

All limitations are written in brackets [] behind the node name. The content of a limitation is a
valid XPath expression, which returns TRUE or FALSE.

Examples:

All product groups, which are not empty and therefor e contain products:

ProductGroup[count (Product) > 0]

All product groups whose product group id starts with 2204:
ProductGroup|[starts-wi t h ( Product Group, ©6220403) ]

All product groups with a product group ID between 20 and 30:
ProductGroup[ProductGrouplD&gt;=20 and ProductGrouplD&lt;=30]

All products supposed to be for sales should be displayed:

Product [l sFor Sal es=06Y0]

In these filters, not only elements of the XML file can be used; in complex layouts very often,

variables are used.
Example:

Variable $Mark Na me i s d e f i dTkigdmeans thab ohly praddcts whose manufacturer
is O0OAudi 6 should be displayed:

Product [ManufacturerName=$MarkName]

As the XPath expressions for the filtering can be rather complex, it is important for the user to
know which elements of the XML file he can access from where (so he should use relative

paths) and which XPath functions he can use with what syntax.
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Special node sets address from one place inside the XML tree to another place. For the page,

grouping this is not ve ry important.

Group by Content

The Group by content function supplements filtering, sorting, and grouping of table contents.
It allows you to quickly define a condition if contents should be displayed for example,

together or not at all. Refer Group Table section for more details.
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Insert Elements

There are two ways to insert an element on the worksheet:
¢ Manual Insertion

o Drag and Drop Insertion

Manual Insertion

You can insert elements manually using Insert menu or using icon s from the toolbar.

Fie % vew eat | Mivge P R Took  Wrde e

Lae s LT R ER T BT

B Pawarn o

b | s et OB OS5 238D 268 B8

* Depert M necede
PO 15 e
mi-a_‘
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Drag and Drop Insertion

To place element on the work sheet, use drag and drop from structure tree. It will assume

proper XPath expression according to your current groupings (filters). The typical example is

ot [pome | Cuson AIET] S vp By EEARDOD S8 @R
¢ Repart ) - =#£3,'
# Productgrop
Nowe
Iy
4 vosar
Mevw
Owerpton
g

As you can see, the placed element is text. For such cases, you need other element type like
image, bar code, and so on. However, there is no need to place elements and type XPath

expressions manually. Select the element and right -click; select Convert option from context
menu as follows:
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_ .
Productgroup/f Bring forward

Send backward
™ Undo: object addition ... Ctrl-Z
s( Cut Ctrl-X
Copy Ctrl-C
) Paste Ctilv
Copy as text

Font Family
Font size
Font style

Alignment

Vertical alignment
Text color
Background color
Move texts to.one
Split texts

Convertto...
Generate template

Locked

v v v v v v w

As a result, the text element is replaced with image element, by few simple clicks.

.@ Productgroup/Productimg

‘ 12 Numeric field 7

XsL %5L Code
Barcode

IE] Image

() mmternet link
(L] DateTime
B square

D Index
Citation

In case you need to change XPath expression, do not type it manually. Use Applicable XML

nodes option from the context menu. Select the element and right clic

XML nodes and the node name.

k, select Applicable
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@ Productgroup/Productim

Bring Forward
Send backward

™ Undo: position/size changes 72,118,154,79 Ctrl-Z

- Applicable XML nodes 4 Productgroup
p el Ctrl-X hiome
@] Copy Ctrl-C g

4 Product
Paste Ctl-v HEs

Alignment 4 Description
Vertical alignment » Img
Select XML image. .. Data
Remove XML image
+ Fitinframe
« Keep aspect ratio

h 4

Select base path...
Remove base path

Convert to... b
Generate template

Locked

The Xpath expression is changed as per the selection:

=) Productgroup/Product/D
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Layout Settings

Process Layout

The option Process Layout processes the layout and converts the layout into an output formats
like PDF, HTML, and soon. It allows you to view intermediate steps during the creation of your

layout, like:
e Generating XSL 8 Creating style sheet, combining XSL and XML, and generating XSEFO.
¢ Invoking FOP dlInvoking renderer program to convert XSL-FO into output formats.

XSLAst enables you to process a single layout or multiple layouts.

Process a Layout

To process a layout, select Layout A Process layout menu, or click b A Process Layout icon

from toolbar, or press Ctrl+P.

Process Multilayout

Process Multilayout processes multilayout and produce an output. Process Multilayout makes
use of Multilayout manager window to combine layouts from different location and produce an

output file, without creating a new layout.

For example, see the below figure:
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Here, we have four layouts, from different location. These layouts are combined in  Multilayout

manager to produce an output file
To process nultiple layouts follow the steps below:

1. Select Run A Process multilayouts menu, or press Ctrl+Shift+M. The Multilayout

manager window appears.
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Multilayout manager £22

| Use hwader, Footer, left; right

GenereteJ] Cluse l

Layaout list: Files list
(= ™
= backup
1 bin
) docs
| fonts
I Input
e
b
. log
| output
L tmp
Apply. E\ -~
[v] Apply on selection by expression | add Ramoye
Apply selection by expression
Selection ‘
\ | 1
Expression
|
[ Sequence conditions :
I3rOUE Dame Pagw position Qdd or wyvsn
First v  Odd -
Lism body

Note: The Layout list region is used to add layouts from different paths.

The

File list region is used to browse files.

Select the drive from the drop -down box A P

'i. The

File list region lists all the folders contained in the drive selected.
Double-click the folders and select the layouts.

To add the |l ayouts, select the
Layout list region.

|l ayout and

Note: The added layouts should bound to the following constraints:

All layouts should use the same XML.
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The same page sizes.

The same region and margin sizes.

To remove | ayouts, select the | ayout from Layout 1|i st

The O0OApplyd butt on fithe filas seleaed.tHere, god ¢ah compeat pdth o
manually if it is wrong after copying layout from other computer.

In Layout list, you can specify the following:
e Page Sequence
¢ Regions
e Order

The entry fields Selection and Expression are used for XSL or XPah expressions. They are set

to the first node of the XML file and 0616 by default.
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Create Page Sequence

Create page sequence name for each layout.
To do this, enter the values in Expression and Group name fields.
In the above figure, you see two page sequen ces:
e Empty group name (equal to Title page)
e 0 Shoesd group name (main page sequence)
Assign Regions
Regions are assigned only within one group.
For each region specify, one body and two or three region types

To assign a layout as body page, select the layout and check Use body checkbox.

Note: The layouts should have the same group name.

Expression

(™)

Sequence conditions

Group name:
: hoes
u

Assign regions to the body page

You can define odd, even, left, or right page regions as header and footer.

To do this:

1. Select the layout
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2. Check Use header, footer, left, r ight check box.

3. Select odd or even page from Odd or even drop-down, or to select other regions select

options from Page position drop-down.

Group name: (D Page position
lShoes ] IFirst i~
[ Use body
<{¥] Use header, footer, left, right
Finally click 0Generatedé button to generate a pdf

produce an output fi le.
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